
This protocol hasn’t been approved by any P&T committee and should be used for informational purposes only.  
 

Cardene Protocol 
 
 
Standard Concentration: 0.1mg/ml 
Stable for 24 hours at room temperature. 
 
Dosing: 

IV dosing as a substitute for PO therapy 
20mg po q8 is equivalent to 0.5mg/hr 
30mg po q8 is equivalent to 1.2mg/hr 
40mg po q8 is equivalent to 2.2mg/hr 

Patients who have never had Cardene PO 
Initiate at 5mg/hr, may increase by 2.5mg/hr every 15 minutes up to a maximum 
of 15mg/hr. Once blood pressure goal has been reached, decrease dose to 3mg/hr. 
If more rapid pressure reduction is required, rate increases may be done every 5 
minutes instead of every 15 minutes. 
 

Dosing Chart: 
 

Dose: 
(mg/hr) 0.5 1.2 2.2 3 5 7.5 10 12.5 15 

Rate: 
(ml/hr) 5 12 22 30 50 75 100 125 150 

 

 
Adverse effects: Headache, N/V, Hypotension, Tachycardia 


